
2026 Annual Meeting  |  March 16-18

SWARS

THE NEXT FRONTIER ...
Marriott Marquis Houston

1777 Walker Street, Houston, TX 77010

Monday, March 16

Tuesday, March 17

8:30 a.m. SWARS Scholarship Golf Outing The Woodlands Country Club 
Palmer Course
100 Grand Fairway
The Woodlands, TX 77381

Ryan Jordan & Fred Radvansky

9 a.m. SWARS Scholarship Clay Shoot American Shooting Centers
16500 Westheimer Pkwy, 
Houston, TX 77082

Ryan Jordan & Tim Millstid

Noon - 6 p.m. SWARS Registration Texas Foyer Linda Turner & Debi Crow

12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Rail 101 Rail Training Class Hunters Creek Folu Adepitan

3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mixology Event Kingwood Lisa Jolly & Ryan Jordan

5 - 5:30 p.m. New Member Reception River Oaks Lory Whitley

5:30 - 7 p.m. E. L. ‘Leo’ Mountjoy Reception Texas A-D Linda Turner

7 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 2026 Spring Exposition Texas A-D Linda Turner 

7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast Texas Foyer Linda Turner & Debi Crow

7 a.m. - 4 p.m. SWARS Registration Texas Foyer Linda Turner & Debi Crow

8 - 8:10 a.m. Welcome & Opening Comments Texas E-H Lory Whitley

8:10 - 8:15 a.m. Safety Briefing Texas E-H Bruce Mann

8:15 - 8:20 a.m. SWARS Mission Statement/Anti-Trust Statement Texas E-H Logan Ortiz

8:20 - 8:25 a.m. SWARS Sponsorship Presentation Texas E-H Ben Ronk

8:25 - 8:30 a.m. NARS Promotional Presentation Texas E-H Ray Hufnagel

8:30 - 8:35 a.m. Introduction to Meeting App Texas E-H Todd Tranausky

8:35 - 9:20 a.m. Morning Keynote Address 
Jim Mclngvale (Mattress Mack), owner Gallery Furniture

Texas E-H Lory Whitley

9:20 - 9:25 a.m. Introduction to Emerald Sponsors Texas E-H Ben Ronk

9:25 - 10:10 a.m. Railroad Executive Keynote Address 
Jim Vena, CEO Union Pacific Railroad

Texas E-H Lory Whitley

10:10 - 10:25 a.m. NETWORKING BREAK Texas Foyer



10:25 - 11:10 a.m. Railcar Fleet Market 
Paul Titterton, Executive Vice President and President, GATX

Texas E-H Logan Ortiz

11:10 - 11:45 a.m. TBD Texas E-H Robin Arnold

11:45 a.m. - Noon Scholarship Update Texas E-H Bruce Mann

Noon - 1:30 p.m. NETWORKING LUNCH Texas A-D

1:30 - 2:15 p.m. Afternoon Keynote Address 
Katie Farmer, CEO BNSF  Railway

Texas E-H Scot Bates

2:15 - 3 p.m. Economic Update 
John Doggett, Professor, University of Texas McCombs School of Business

Texas E-H Gail Molek

3 - 3:20 p.m. NETWORKING BREAK Texas Foyer

3:20 - 4:20 p.m. Asset Optimization and AI
Rob Zmudka, Sr. Vice President & Chief Commercial Officer, GATX; Nick Borders, 
Business Development Liaison, RailState; and Martin Lew, CEO Commtrex

Texas E-H Logan Ortiz

4:20 - 4:30 p.m. SWARS Business Meeting Texas E-H Lory Whitley

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. President’s Reception Texas A-D Linda Turner


